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BEAST WARS

"The Spark"

FADE IN:

EXT. OUTER SPACE - A STASIS POD

A STASIS POD ORBITS lazily above Earth.  Suddenly a METEORITE zips thru frame and SMACKS the pod, sending it spinning crazily downward, into the atmosphere.  As it moves away from us we HEAR:


POD COMPUTER VOICE(VO)

Damage to hatch seals and internals. Attempting to initiate emergency sequence --


CUT TO:

EXT. - EST. - PREDACON BASE

We SEE a brief glimpse of it, then GO TO:

INT. PREDACON BASE - COMMAND CENTER - TIGHT ON SCANNER DISPLAY

On the screen of a scanning computer, we SEE a blip moving downward thru space. Data in Cybertronix flashes on the screen. Static zaps thru the display every now and again. PULL BACK to show TARANTULAS(R) on a floater, before the scanner display. He looks around to see if anyone is watching him.  Then he hits a control pad highlighting the blip.



TARANTULAS(R)

Identify --  



PRED COMPUTER VOICE(VO)

Acknowledged...


(machine sounds, 2 beats) 

Object is Maximal Stasis Pod. 



TARANTULAS


(low chuckle, then SOFTLY)

Calculate landing coordinates. 



PRED COMPUTER VOICE(VO)

Acknowledged --

Suddenly MEGATRON(R) on a floater, hovers into shot behind him.



MEGATRON(R)

You've found something, yessss?

He looks at the screen as Tarantulas frowns and clenches a claw. 



PRED COMPUTER VOICE(VO)

Trajectory of Maximal Stasis Pod erratic.  Impossible to compute exact landing coordinates.

Megatron floats past Tarantulas, takes control of the computer.



MEGATRON

Best estimate -- ?



PRED COMPUTER VOICE(VO)

Grid Skavos, coordinates 3-4-7 by 9-8-4.



MEGATRON

Inside our territory. Excellent. Closest units?



PRED COMPUTER VOICE(VO)

Scorponok and Black Arachnia. 

Tarantulas(R) floats around to face Megatron.



TARANTULAS(R)

I'll assist with the recovery, my programming skills --



MEGATRON


(interrupting)

Are needed here. Black Arachnia will  

serve as well. Send them.  And put Terrosaur and Waspinator on alert for Maximal presence in the drop zone. 

Megatron floats away imperiously, COME IN CLOSE as Tarantulas grinds his teeth.



TARANTULAS


(muttered to himself)

Tin tyrant --

CLOSE on Megatron as he floats away with a smile:



MEGATRON


(muttered to himself)

Treacherous arachnid!


CUT TO:

EXT. ENERGON WASTELAND - RHINOX(B)

RHINOX(B) moves on a rise above what looks more like an alien landscape than Earth. Twisted, petrified trees, bizarre rock formations, gullies abound. Here and there an Energon geyser erupts.  Rhinox stops, shakes his shaggy head as he looks down.



RHINOX(B)

Plenty of Energon but none of it stable enough to use.  No wonder the Preds don't mine this area.  Might as well --

Suddenly his ears prick up as he hears a distant sound.  He looks up,  squinting, then...



RHINOX

Rhinox - MAXIMIZE

RHINOX(B) - TRANSFORMATION SEQUENCE

Rhinox TRANSFORMS into ROBOT MODE.  He looks up again. 

POV - RHINOX(R) - LONG ON STASIS POD

Thru a robotic pov, we SEE the Stasis pod spinning toward the Earth in the distance.



RHINOX(R,VO)

A Stasis pod! 


(activates com-link)

Rhinox to base --

ON RHINOX, as he gets STATIC, lots of it. 



RHINOX(R, con't.)

Slag.  Too much Energon interference.  Looks like I'm on my own.

Rhinox JUMPS off the rise.He LANDS with a thump amidst the blasted wilderness.  Nearby an Energon geyser erupts briefly.  Rhinox notes it, then races off at his top speed as we:


CUT TO:

EXT. SKY - LONG ON STASIS POD  

From a further distance then Rhinox saw the Pod, we SEE the Pod arcing downward like a comet.



CHEETOR(B,VO)

Hopping Helix, a stasis pod --

EXT. SAVANNAH - CHEETOR(B)

CHEETOR(B) is looking upward, following the path of the pod. He activates his com-link.           * 



CHEETOR(B, con't.)

Cheetor to Com Scout One --

EXT. FOREST - TIGHT ON TIGATRON

There is a little bit of static as we HEAR:       *



CHEETOR(VO, con't.)

Come in Com One --

TIGATRON(B) activates his com-link.               *



TIGATRON

Tigatron here.

EXT. SAVANNAH - CHEETOR

Cheetor watches the pod as he relays the message:



CHEETOR

I spotted a stasis pod.  It's coming down in Grid Vega. 

EXT. FOREST - TIGATRON

Tigatron looks concerned.



TIGATRON

Predacon ground --



CHEETOR(VO)

I'm going to get to it before the Preds do. Inform base, then head for my position.  I may need back-up.



TIGATRON

It's done.   Watch yourself little cat.

EXT. SAVANNAH - CHEETOR

Cheetor smiles.



CHEETOR

Always do Big cat! Cheetor out!

WIDEN to show the descending pod as Cheetor races off at his top speed, which makes him a blur.  Then:


 CUT TO:

EXT. SKY - ON THE STASIS POD

The Pod nears the end of its journey. 

EXT. ROCKY TERRAIN

SCORPONOK(B) and BLACKARACHNIA(B) scuttle into view on a cliff edge.  They are also looking toward the falling pod (if shown it must be closer to them than it was to Cheetor).



SCORPONOK(B)

There it is, just as Megatron said.



BLACKARACHNIA(B)

Just as Megatron said, just as Megatron said.  Don't you ever get tired of groveling to that "saurian".



SCORPONOK

Megatron is our leader.  He rewards loyalty.  And punishes those who oppose his will. 



BLACKARACHNIA


(wry)

I'm all aquiver.  

With ANGRY CLICKS, Scorponok scuttles away from her.  She follows with:



BLACKARACHNIA


(mocking laughter)


CUT TO:

EXT. BLASTED WASTELAND 

We SEE the same type of terrain where we first saw Rhinox.  Suddenly the Stasis Pod roars into frame and CRASHES into a gully, raising a great cloud of dust.

RHINOX(R) suddenly appears near the edge of the gully, looks down.



RHINOX(R)

Uh oh --

POV - RHINOX - ON THE STASIS POD

From a robotic POV we SEE the battered stasis pod wedged into a rock formation. Circuits POP and SPARK on its hull and its hatch is ajar.

ANOTHER ANGLE - STASIS POD

As Rhinox(R) jumps into the gully and approaches it.



COMPUTER VOICE(VO)

Warning, Energon concentration in danger zone.   



RHINOX(R)

Talk about going from bad to worse.  Divert power from weapons array to field dampers. Maximum tolerance.

He continues to the pod and grasps the partly-open hatch.  With effort he pulls the hatch open.  There is a hiss as he clears it revealing:

INT. STASIS POD - PROTOFORM TRANSFORMER

It's an incredible sight. The PROTOFORM is robotic/humanoid in shape and size but it has no features or definition at all.  It's "skin" is grayish liquid metal, swirling amidst a skeletal robotic superstructure. In the center of the protoform's stomach area is a transparent hexagon, in which a small atom-like, spark of light pulsates like a heart beat. Wires lead from the superstructure to the pod walls, which are filled with an array of computer screens and control pads (Note: some of the wires are broken). All the screens are busy with arcane computer activity, though we should get the feeling that the protoform is being monitored by the pod equipment.  

Rhinox(R) steps in and hits a control pad on the pod wall.



RHINOX

Activate protoform.  Begin DNA scanning sequence.    



POD COMPUTER VOICE(VO)

Systems damage too extensive.  Activation program offline.  Spark fading. Repair required or protoform will cease to exist in 8.6 cycles --



RHINOX


(VERY CONCERNED)

No...

Come in close on the Protoform, as its "spark" slows down and we:


FADE OUT

ACT TWO

FADE IN:

INT. STASIS POD 

Rhinox(R) uses a laser drill to cut open a panel on the Pod wall.  He finishes, opens the panel; scans the circuitry. He uses a CHIP EXTRACTOR to pull a burned-out chip, looks at it in dismay when:



CHEETOR(B,OS)

Rhinox? 

Rhinox turns from what he is doing to see:

EXT. BLASTED WASTELAND -  CHEETOR(B)

Cheetor's chest is heaving; he's a little short of breath. Rhinox(R) steps in.



RHINOX(R)

Cheetor, what are you doing here?



CHEETOR

I saw the pod heading for crashville. But I didn't expect to find you. 



RHINOX

I'm glad you did.  I need help.  This protoform's dying. 

WIDEN as they move to the pod together.



CHEETOR

Dying? What do you mean?



RHINOX

The stasis pod's been damaged. It's disabled the activation sequence and burned out the locking chip.  If I don't do something quick, the protoform's spark will be extinguished.



CHEETOR

Then let's get in gear.  What do we do?



RHINOX

Wish I knew --

And as Cheetor reacts, we get another glimpse of:

INT. STASIS POD - ON PROTOFORM

It lies still, the spark within it slowing even more. 


CUT TO:

EXT.  FORESTED HILLSIDE - TIGATRON

Tigatron(B) moves quickly along the hillside.  Then he stop abruptly, as we come in CLOSE on him. He listens intently, smiles and pops a claw.



TIGATRON

Predacon --


(softly)

Tigatron - Maximize!

TIGATRON - TRANSFORMATION SEQUENCE

Tigatron TRANSFORMS (QUIETLY) to ROBOT MODE.  Then he moves to a large tree as:

SCORPONOK(B)

scuttles into view, moving as quickly as he can around the trees and rocks, muttering to himself:



SCORPONOK

Now where's that sour spider gone --?

He scuttles past a tree (the same one Tigatron went to) and as he moves OS, Tigatron seems to step out of the tree (actually he is leaving camoflauge mode).  He brings up his TOXIC BLASTER and calls out:



TIGATRON

Scorponok!

WIDEN as Scorponok wheels to see the barrel of the blaster pointed at him. He clicks nervously, as Tigatron moves closer, but not too close.



TIGATRON

Where you headed in such a hurry? And who else is with you?



SCORPONOK

Bah! I'll tell you nothing Maximal. Scorponok, Te--

Tigatron FIRES and a blast of sub-zero fluid sprays Scorponok point-blank.



SCORPONOK


(as he freezes up)

Rorrrr-iiiiiii --

Instant Scorponok-sicle, frozen before he can transform.  Tigatron moves in, looks at him, pats his frozen carcass.  In the BG, we see just a hint of dark movement as Blackarachnia drops down from a tree on a web line. 



TIGATRON

Sorry I don't have time to play --

BLACKARACHNIA(B) - TRANSFORMATION SEQUENCE

Blackarachnia silently TRANSFORMS into ROBOT MODE.  She brings up her venom launcher. 



BLACKARACHNIA(R)

What a pity!

TIGATRON(R), BLACKARACHNIA(R)

Tigatron whirls and Blackarachnia fires a cyber-venom missile.  It smacks him in the chest and knocks him backwards.



TIGATRON(R)

Agggghhhh --

He shakes and sparks as the cybervenom shorts out his circuits.  He fights it for a moment, then CRUMPLES to the ground, right next to the Frozen Scorponk.  

BLACKARACHNIA(R) - TRANSFORMATION SEQUENCE

Blackarachina TRANSFORMS into Beast Mode, then scuttles to:

TIGATRON(R)

Tigatron's systems are locked. He is on his back but still conscious as Blackarachnia steps in and looks down at him.



TIGATRON(R)


(as if thru clenched teeth)

Rrrrrrrrr ---



BLACKARACHNIA

You can't fight my cyber-venom kitty cat.  But don't fret, I'll be back for you. When I have your precious pod and the new Predacon within.      


(mocking laughter)

Blackarachnia moves off as Tigatron's resistance fails and the light in his eyes goes out.


CUT TO:

EXT. BLASTED WASTELAND - STASIS POD 

Cheetor(B) stands before Rhinox(R) and the Pod.



RHINOX

This could be dangerous. If you soak up too much Energon without a locking chip, you'll fry every system you have.



CHEETOR

Our new budbot there deserves some kind of chance and you know a lot more about protoforms than I do.  Cheetor - MAXIMIZE.

CHEETOR(B) - TRANSFORMATION SEQUENCE

Cheetor TRANSFORMS into ROBOT MODE.  FOLLOW as he moves to Rhinox and sits down on a rock. Rhinox takes * the chip extractor from a compartment on his hip.



RHINOX(R)

This'll only take a nano-klik, but you'll have to go offline.



CHEETOR(R)

I can use the snooze. Repair Mode. 

Move in CLOSE on Cheetor's face as he shuts down. His robot eyes go blank and then:

                                            SMASH CUT TO:

EXT. DREAMSCAPE - "DREAM SEQUENCE"

Cheetor(R) finds himself on a surreal plane, a vast open space.  Every now and then some strange object zips thru the ever-changing sky.  EERIE MACHINE SFX are heard. Cheetor himself should look somewhat different (change in coloring, texture, whatever can be done).  He turns as he hears:



RHINOX(R,OS)

What's new pussy cat?

Rhinox(R) steps into frame. He too should appear somewhat different and talk faster than usual. 



CHEETOR(R)

Rhinox, what's going on? 

TIGHT  - RHINOX, CHEETOR as Rhinox makes a magician-like pass in the air and a SPARK (atom-like object in transparent hexagon) appears hovering between his hands. The spark pulsates strongly. 



CHEETOR

A spark! 



RHINOX

Yup.  The very thing which makes us what we are. Every Cybertron, Maximal or Predacon, has one. And each is different. 

Rhinox spreads his hands and the Spark floats away into the sky, becoming bigger and bigger, like a star.  We FOLLOW it.



RHINOX(VO) 

When a spark goes online, there's great joy --

The Spark sits in the sky like a mini-star. It emits radiant light. 



RHINOX(con't. VO)

When one's extinguished --

The Spark EXPLODES in a thunder of pyrotechnics.

Rhinox and Cheetor look into the sky as the light flickers out.



RHINOX(con't.)

The universe weeps.  

Close as Cheetor looks at Rhinox.  Darkness closes over them both.

                                            SMASH CUT TO:

EXT. WASTELAND - CLOSE-UP - CHEETOR

As he wakes from the dream.  His eyes glow and he is on-line and excited.



CHEETOR(R)

Whoaaaa!! That was ultra-gear. 

PULL BACK to show Rhinox with the chip extractor still in his hand and a chip now clenched in the end of it.  



RHINOX

Tell me later.  And go back to Beast Mode.  

WIDEN as Rhinox quickly moves to the pod and Cheetor rises:



CHEETOR

Beast Mode --

CHEETOR - TRANSFORMATION SEQUENCE

Cheetor TRANSFORMS to BEAST MODE and moves to Rhinox.

INT. STASIS POD - RHINOX

Rhinox replaces the burned-out chip in the pod wall, then hits some control pads.  He waits a concerned beat, then:



POD COMPUTER VOICE(VO)

Stasis lock restored.  Implementing.

The PROTOFORM's swirling matter stops, the spark ceases pulsation. The protoform becomes a solid metal casing.

EXT. STASIS POD - CHEETOR(B), RHINOX(B)

Rhinox(R) turns to Cheetor, lifts a thumb. Cheetor jumps for joy. 



CHEETOR

Alright! Way to go Rhin-O!



RHINOX

All I did was buy us some time.  Which reminds me - Beast Mode.

RHINOX(R) - TRANSFORMATION SEQUENCE

Rhinox TRANSFORMS to BEAST MODE.  He shakes his * head.



RHINOX

Phew... That's better.  Even with my dampers on max, this place was giving me chip flashes.

Cheetor steps in.



CHEETOR

So what do we now Big R?

           RHINOX

Try and get the activation program back on line and hope the DNA sequencers can find something alive in this wasteland.     



CHEETOR

Why don't we just take it back to base and use the Restoration Chamber?

Rhinox looks at the protoform again, shakes his head.



RHINOX

No time.  Stasis lock only slowed the spark's deterioration down.  We have to get this protoform online and into Beast Mode as soon as we can or it's finished.

CLOSE on Rhinox as he suddenly lifts his head, sniffs the air intently, pricks his ears up.



RHINOX(con't.)

And we have another problem. 


CUT TO:

EXT. WASTELAND 

An Energon geyser erupts.  As it subsides, Blackarachnia(B) creeps into view.



BLACKARACHNIA(B)

What a lovely spot for the birth of a new Predacon.

Suddenly from above her:



CHEETOR(B,OS)

Don't count on it, web breath --

WIDEN as Blackarachnia looks up to see Cheetor on a rock formation above her.  He is on his belly, paws crossed, smiling at her.



CHEETOR

By the way, how do you dance with all those skinny legs?

Blackarachnia clicks her mandibles angrily:



BLACKARACHNIA

This must be my day for cats.  

Suddenly she rears up and fires a web -- 

It comes right at us as we:


FADE OUT

End Act Two

ACT THREE

FADE IN:

EXT. WASTELAND (CONTINUOUS) - ON CHEETOR(B)

Cheetor(B) LEAPS OS as the Web splats against the rocks. 

Cheetor lands gracefully on another rock formation and calls a taunt down to Blackarachnia.



CHEETOR(B)

You're gonna have to be faster than that to bag this cat. 

Blackarachnia looks up to his new position.



BLACKARACHNIA(B)

You don't know what fast is furball!

And she coils her legs and SPRINGS UP at him.

WIDEN - as Blackarachnia comes toward Cheetor.



CHEETOR

I know what ugly is and you're it!

Cheetor LEAPS OVER her as she makes it to the top of the rock, then:

Cheetor FLIPS in mid-air and cries out.



CHEETOR

Cheetor - MAXIMIZE!

CHEETOR(B) - TRANSFORMATION SEQUENCE

Cheetor TRANSFORMS to ROBOT MODE in the air and like a good cat, LANDS on his feet.  His Quasar cannon is already in his hands and he FIRES it upwards in quick bursts.

BLACKARACHNIA

has barely managed to turn around, when the incoming fire BLASTS the rock out from beneath her legs. She falls:



BLACKARACHNIA

Aggggggghhh!

FOLLOW as she lands with a THUD, amidst a shower of rock fragments which buries her.

CHEETOR(R)

He blows across the barrel of the Quasar Cannon.



CHEETOR(R)

Fast Cat One, Spider zippo.... Beast Mode.

CHEETOR(R) - TRANSFORMATION SEQUENCE

Cheetor TRANSFORMS back to BEAST MODE, turns away, but --

PILE OF ROCKS

The pile SHATTERS OUTWARDS as Blackarachnia rises from beneath it. She's mad!



BLACKARACHNIA

No one does that to me! Blackarachnia - TERRORIZE!

BLACKARACHNIA(B) - TRANSFORMATION SEQUENCE

Blackarachnia TRANSFORMS to ROBOT MODE and pulls a missile from her shoulder quiver, loads it into her venom launcher.  in hand. She stalks after Cheetor.

CHEETOR

is padding away when a missile explodes close to him. 



CHEETOR

Bouncing Breakers, the bug is back!

WIDEN - as Blackarachnia(R) rapidly loads and fires her missiles at a zigging, zagging Cheetor.


CUT TO:

INT. STASIS POD - RHINOX(R)

Rhinox is back in ROBOT MODE, working on the pod consoles. His fingers fly over the control pads and a screen responds with reams of Cybertronix computer data. Distantly we HEAR the sounds of Blackarachnia's missiles. Rhinox glances over his shoulder.



RHINOX

Sounds like Cheetor's got his paws full. But I can't stop now.

He returns to what he is doing. He hits a pad.



POD COMPUTER VOICE(VO)

Program not accepted. Spark will terminate in 4.8 cycles.

Rhinox pounds the console, as we:


CUT TO:

EXT. WASTELAND - BLACKARACHNIA(R)

She stalks Cheetor, launcher ready. Her shoulder quivers are empty.



BLACKARACHNIA(R)

Come out kitty cat.  I won't hurt you. Much!



CHEETOR(B, OS) 

Ooooo, I'm sooo scared ---

WIDEN as Blackarachnia whirls; FIRES her last missile. Cheetor(B) LEAPS aside and it pulverizes a twisted tree.

CLOSE on Cheetor, as he smiles.



CHEETOR

You're out of firepower boltbutt.  Luckily I still have plenty. Cheetor - MAXIMIZE!

CHEETOR - TRANSFORMATION SEQUENCE

Cheetor TRANSFORMS to ROBOT MODE but as he lifts his cannon:

BLACKARACHNIA(R)

LEAPS at him with a FLYING KICK.



BLACKARACHNIA

Yaaaaahhhh!!!

WIDE - CHEETOR(R), BLACKARACHNIA(R)

Blackarachnia BOOTS Cheetor, knocking his cannon out of his hand, and sending him back into a rock formation.



CHEETOR

Oooof!!!

Blackarachnia follows up with a CLAW SMASH that rocks Cheetor.  She throws another CLAW. Cheetor manages to block it on his arm shield, only to be HEADBUTTED backwards, then smashed to the ground by a vicious double-clawed AXE HANDLE. 

Blackarachina clacks her claws in triumph, then prepares for the final blow.



BLACKARACHNIA

Goodbye Maximal --

But before she can deliver it, Cheetor rolls bringing his belly toward her.



CHEETOR

LectroMist online!       *

He whips out his LectroMist gun and fires a spray of * magnetic particles right in Blackarachnia's face.



BLACKARACHNIA

Ahhhhhhh!!!!

She staggers back, the circuits in her head POPPING and SPARKING, her head turning left to right without volition. She grabs her head with her claws.



BLACKARACHNIA

B-B-Beast Mode!

BLACKARACHNIA - TRANSFORMATION SEQUENCE

She TRANSFORMS to BEAST MODE which negates the LectroMist but she has had enough.     *



BLACKARACHNIA

We'll meet again pussy cat!

She fires a web line toward a nearby ledge and ZIPS up it.

CHEETOR(R)

RISES with a creak, watches Blackarachnia vanish from sight.



CHEETOR

Ow, that spider can hit! 

Suddenly he hears a BUZZING SOUND.  He looks up.

POV - CHEETOR - WASPINATOR(B)

Waspinator moves thru the sky.



CHEETOR(VO)

Aw no. Waspinator -- 



CHEETOR(con't.) 

And he's headed straight toward Rhinox!

Cheetor frantically searches the ground, then sees:

His quasar cannon, lying where it fell.

He rushes to the cannon, grabs it up, wheels and starts FIRING upward.

EXT. SKY - WASPINATOR(B)

The shots aren't even close, but they get his attention.



WASPINATOR

Who dares attack Waspinator!

He dips away from the fire, then:



WASPINATOR

Waspinator - Terrorize! 

WASPINATOR - TRANSFORMATION SEQUENCE

Waspinator TRANSFORMS to ROBOT MODE, then with whoosh, circles back toward Cheetor, wing missiles racking. 

EXT. WASTELAND - CHEETOR

Cheetor stops firing.



CHEETOR

Got his attention. Now to lead him aw-



TERRORSAUR(OS)

Terrorsaur - TERRORIZE!

Cheetor looks up.



CHEETOR

Gimme a break!

EXT. SKY - TERRORSAUR(B) - TRANSFORMATION SEQUENCE

Terrorsaur in the midst of a soaring dive TRANSFORMS to ROBOT MODE and starts firing his plasma rifle.

EXT. THE WASTELAND   

Cheetor(R) tosses a few shots in Terrorsaur's direction as plasma bursts start raining around him, then hearing the BUZZING approach of Waspinator:



CHEETOR(R)

Time for me to fly. Beast Mode!

CHEETOR(R) - TRANSFORMATION SEQUENCE

Cheetor TRANSFORMS to BEAST MODE and speeds his way across the blasted terrain, explosions all around him.  

WIDEN to show Terrorsaur after him on one side, Waspinator on the other, firing everything they've got at him as we:  


CUT TO:

INT. STASIS POD - RHINOX(R)

Rhinox hears the battle outside.  But he cannot cease. He finishes coupling himself to one of the pod's computers via a cable extension from his chest. He hits a pad.



RHINOX

Download sequencer program thru my central processor.



POD COMPUTER VOICE (VO)

Warning. Process could cause damage to your circuitry. 



RHINOX

Just do it. 

The computer screens come alive with Cybertronic symbols.  Suddenly Rhinox starts to tremble, his circuits SPARK and then WHAM, he's blown backward:

EXT. STASIS POD

As Rhinox flies out and LANDS hard.  Come in close as his internal computer speaks:


COMPUTER VOICE(VO)

Circuit damage.  Field Dampers down.  Energon surge.  Stasis lock imminent.



RHINOX


(barely conscious)

Beast... Mode.

RHINOX(R) - TRANSFORMATION SEQUENCE

Rhinox TRANSFORMS to BEAST MODE then tries to get up, but can't. His head falls to the ground, even as:



POD COMPUTER VOICE(VO)

DNA sequencers online --

INT. STASIS POD - ON PROTOFORM

As the metal shielding again becomes the protoform.  It's spark is very dim, but still pulsating.



POD COMPUTER VOICE(VO)

Scanning for compatible lifeforms --

The pod's computer screens are all busy, as we:


CUT TO:

EXT. WASTELAND - CHEETOR(B), WASPINATOR(R)

Waspinator is flying low, trying to get a bead on Cheetor.

CLOSE on Cheetor as he runs.



CHEETOR


(puff, puff)

Can't... keep... this.. up. 

Then he sees something.  

POV - CHEETOR - AN ENERGON GEYSER

It is right in front of him and there is EFX and SFX  * which tells him it is about to erupt.  

WIDEN as Cheetor makes a supreme effort and doubles his speed, running right thru the geyser.  Waspinator BUZZES in after him, just as the geyser ERUPTS. WASPINATOR is caught in it and BLOWN away.

ANOTHER ANGLE, as Waspinator careens thru the air, SPARKING and POPPING. 



WASPINATOR(VO)


(fading)

Aiyeeeeeeeeeee ---

CHEETOR stops for a moment, looks toward Waspinator.



CHEETOR

Gotcha!

Bad move.  A plasma burst SMASHES him off his feet.



CHEETOR

Rowwwwwwr!!!

And deposits him in a heap on the ground.  He's out.  

TERRORSAUR(R)

Flying down toward Cheetor.



TERRORSAUR(R)

So much for Maximal presence.  Now the pod will be mine.

Terrosaur banks left and FLIES away. 


CUT TO:

INT. STASIS POD - THE PROTOFORM

The Protoform's Spark is almost out.  Its pulsations are very slow, it's light very dim.


POD COMPUTER VOICE(VO)

No compatible lifeforms in range. Spark will terminate in 2.3 cycles --

We HEAR the SOUND of the approaching Terrorsaur.

EXT. STASIS POD -  RHINOX(B)

Rhinox is just coming to when Terrorsaur LANDS in frame with an awkward THUMP.  Rhinox can barely lift his head.



TERRORSAUR(R)  

Well, well -- Rhinox and a stasis pod.  This is my lucky day.  And your last --

Terrorsaur brings his plasma rifle up, when suddenly:



AIR-RAZOR(OS)

SCREEEEEEE!!!

Terrorsaur looks up, so does Rhinox. They see:

EXT. SKY - A FALCON                

It wings gracefully thru the sky.   

INT.  - STASIS POD

The Protoform's spark begins to glow a little stronger as:



POD COMPUTER VOICE(VO)

Compatible lifeform found. Beginning replication.

The Protoform's grayish matter starts to swirl quickly.

EXT. STASIS POD

Terrorsaur looks toward the pod, as does Rhinox, a smile appearing on his face.  Suddenly from within it:



AIR-RAZOR(OS)     *


(BIG)

SCREEEEEEEE!

The Pod rumbles and with an explosion of light, a large falcon, AIR-RAZOR(B) flies out and wheels into the sky --   *



TERRORSAUR

What! NO!

Terrorsaur FIRES at AIR-RAZOR (B).

EXT. SKY - AIR-RAZOR(B)

She dodges the fire, then swoops back toward Terrorsaur.  

TERRORSAUR(R), RHINOX(B)

Rhinox is overjoyed, Terrorsaur less so.



RHINOX

Still feeling lucky Terrorsaur?

Terrorsaur ignores him and:



TERRORSAUR

Beast Mode --!

TERRORSAUR(R) - TRANSFORMATION SEQUENCE

Terrosaur TRANSFORMS to BEAST MODE and flies up to meet Air-Razor(B).      *

EXT. SKY - AIR-RAZOR(B), TERRORSAUR(B)   *

Terrorsaur and Air-Razor(B) fly toward each other.  Terrosaur fires more plasma bursts but Air-Razor is   * infinitely more maneuverable and dodges them easily. As they cross paths, Air-Razor(B) suddenly dips under Terrorsaur,soars up behind him  hovers and suddenly speaks (in a FEMALE voice): *



AIR-RAZOR(B)   *

AIR-RAZOR - MAXIMIZE!    *

AIR-RAZOR(B) - TRANSFORMATION SEQUENCE    *

Air-Razor(B) TRANSFORMS to ROBOT MODE in mid-flight. *  We get our first look at this new Maximal, a glorious, gleaming bird of prey form.  She brings up her MASER gun and unleashes a burst (a big, glowing red ball of energy).

Terrorsaur is SMASHED out of the air.



TERRORSAUR

Ahhhhhhh!!

Follow as he spins out of control,  smashes into a rock formation and is scattered in component pieces across the wasteland. 

EXT. WASTELAND - RHINOX(B)

Rhinox, with some effort, gets to his feet as Air-Razor(R) lands in frame.  *



AIR-RAZOR(R)   *

You're Rhinox.  



RHINOX

How'd you know?



AIR-RAZOR(R)    *

I'm not sure.  But I think I owe you my life.

Rhinox smiles broadly.



RHINOX

Let’s say we're even.

                                             DISSOLVE TO:

EXT. EST. - MAXIMAL BASE  

We SEE a brief glimpse of it.



RHINOX(VO)

You were a little late this time Optimus.

INT. MAXIMAL BASE - COMMAND CENTER

OPTIMUS PRIMAL(R), RATTRAP(R), Tigatron(R), Cheetor(R), Rhinox(R) and Air-Razor(R) are gathered.  All the  * damaged Maximals have been repaired.



RHINOX(con't.)

Fortunately Air-Razor took care of  * business. They'll be salvaging Terrorsaur for days.

They all look toward Air-Razor as Optimus claps her on the shoulder.



OPTIMUS PRIMAL(R)

Welcome to the Maximals.  



AIR-RAZOR(R)

My pleasure. Though I'm still not sure what to make of all this?



RATTRAP(R)

If you're smart, you'll make tracks.



CHEETOR(R)

Pay no attention to the rodent.  He was born with a major glitch. 



OPTIMUS PRIMAL (R)

You'll get used to everything. Including them.  Maybe. Now how about a tour of the base?  

With a smile and a nod, Air-Razor(R) offers her arm and  * Optimus takes it. As they go, Rhinox looks after. 



RHINOX

When a spark goes online there's great joy --

Cheetor looks at him, recognizing the phrase from his dream.  As he smiles, we:


FADE OUT 

The End
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WRITER'S NOTES ON "THE SPARK"

SOUND: This script makes use of several different computer voices:  The standard COMPUTER VOICE is used for the Maximal's internal computers.  Then there is the POD COMPUTER VOICE, which is the voice of a stasis pod computer.  Finally there is the PRED COMPUTER VOICE which is the voice of the Predacon base computer. 

STASIS POD:  To my knowledge we haven't had a glimpse of the interior of a stasis pod but there is extensive use of it in this script. I envision the Stasis Pod as a kind of space capsule, the walls of which are lined with computer arrays and consoles. Rhinox will be working inside it.  If this is not possible, we can work out a way for Rhinox to work on it from outside.

PROTOFORM TRANSFORMER: This script also gives us a look at a Protoform transformer.  This is what a Transformer is before it is "born".  It's described in the script, but I thought it would help to explain the concept.  A protoform is a simple skeletal structure of metal (like a simple wireframe) which holds a swirling mass of liquid metal in the center of which is the spark (atom-like object), the "soul" of a Cybertron.  If liquid metal is too difficult, it can be energy, so long as the spark is distinctive.  When it goes into stasis lock, the liquid metal (or energy) solidifies, so the protoform becomes a "container".  This could be way neat, so let's see what we can do.

AIR-RAZOR:  In the first draft AIR-RAZOR was called PERIGRON, a name derived from the Peregrine Falcon but this was not approved by Hasbro. Thus in this draft I refer to her by the name AIR-RAZOR.  Suggested possible names are: Falcona, Raptor( Or Raptora), Bird Of Prey, Falcira, Talona, (Talixia, Windstream, Airatron, Avatron, WindRaker *).
TIGATRON: “CAMOFLAUGE MODE” - On page 8, it is indicated that Tigatron is using “camoflauge mode” to get the drop on Scorponok.  I’d like to make this a standard part of Tigatron’s repertoire.  Camoflauge mode enables him to blend in with his background but is more usable in natural surroundings.  Tigers are very good at this, so it stands to reason he would be able to do it.  If you don’t want it, I can re-do the scene so he merely steps out from behind the tree, but it is  certainly spiffier this way.

